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Loe Pool Catchment Forum: Key Activity Summary 2010-11 
 

The current Loe Pool Catchment Management Plan covers the period 2010-2015. The four Loe 

Pool Catchment Forum Task Groups were formed in 2009 and over the period January 2010 to 

December 2011 the main achievements of these four groups have included:  

 

Catchment Task Group 

 

• The National Trust has undertaken a number of key 

changes on the farm holdings adjacent to Loe Pool 

to address potential sources of diffuse water 

pollution. 

• The Environment Agency have carried out a 

nutrient source apportionment study of the Loe 

Pool catchment using additional sampling data 

collected by the Environment Agency, the National 

Trust and Kelda Water Services over the period 

2007-2011.  

•  This nutrient source apportionment work identifies 

the main sources of phosphorus and nitrogen to 

Loe Pool; it shows that the tiny Carminowe Stream 

contributes 47% of the total phosphorus loading. 

• Some of the other small streams which feed 

directly into the Pool also had higher than expected 

nutrient levels and the Environment Agency has 

followed up these findings with a number of visits 

to farms and domestic properties.  These nutrient source apportionment data will also be 

used by the Point Sources Group. 

 

The key activity for the Catchment Group for 2012 is to work with farmers to help to 

improve the water quality across the catchment. 

 

Point Sources Task Group 

 

• The nutrient source apportionment work (outlined 

above) indicates that the Carminowe Stream 

catchment is contributing a very significant 

proportion of the phosphate load into Loe Pool with 

RNAS Culdrose Sewage Treatment Works being the 

major source. Helston Sewage Treatment Works 

which discharges into the main River Cober is 

another source of phosphate that needs to be 

considered for further improvements. 

 

The key activities for the Point Sources Group for 2012 centre around delivering the much 

needed improvements to RNAS Culdrose and Helston Sewage Treatment Works. 
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Lake and Lower Cober Task Group 

 

• The hydrology, ecology and water chemistry of Loe Pool are now regularly monitored.  Much 

of this monitoring is undertaken by the Environment Agency as part of the water Framework 

Directive programme.  The National Trust and Natural England also conduct some monitoring.  

The sharing of these data is facilitated through the Loe Pool Forum. 

• Loe Pool has not seen a bloom of the macro-algae Water Net Hydrodictyon reticultum since 

2006. 

 

The key activities for the Lake and Lower Cober Group for 2012 include ensuring that the 

Forum has accurate water level data for the Pool and facilitating on-site scientific research.  In 

partnership, the National Trust and Natural England are seeking funding to carry out detailed 

underwater plant surveys and experimental work.  All of these activities are vital to inform 

future lake management decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Task Group 

 

• The National Trust recruited two new Community Rangers based within the Penrose Estate, 

Nick Gordon and Laura Bailey, in August 2011.  Nick now leads the Community Task Group. 

• Nick and Laura have developed a fantastic programme of activities and events to engage 

people of all ages and interests in Loe Pool and the Penrose Estate. 

 

The key activities for the Community Group for 2012 are based around working with the local 

people and include communicating to the community the story of water travelling through the 

Loe catchment, our reliance on water in our homes and the connection of this to the health of 

Loe Pool. 
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