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Loe Pool Forum: Key Activity Summary 2012-2013 
 

Loe Pool is the largest natural freshwater lake in Cornwall. Like many of our lowland lakes in the 

UK, nutrient levels in the Lake’s water are too high and as a result, the Loe suffered from algal 

blooms for many years.  This has had a huge impact on its ecology, including the native plant and 

trout populations, but there have been no algal blooms since 2006. 

 

The Loe Pool Forum is a partnership of organisations and individuals that has been working to 

bring about positive changes to the condition of the Loe Pool for almost 20 years. Their work is 

guided by catchment management plan; the current plan covers the period 2010-2015.   

 

For the past two years, the Loe Pool Forum has been divided into four separate working groups 

which focus on: the catchment, point sources of water pollution, the lake and lower River Cober 

and community engagement.  These Forum groups bring together a very wide range of people 

and organisations with an interest in water management across the Loe catchment.  Over 2012-

13 the achievements of these four groups have included:  

 

Lake and Lower Cober Task Group 

 

• Loe Pool is subject to a detailed programme of hydrology, ecology and water chemistry 

monitoring of Loe Pool by the Environment Agency (EA) as part of the Water Framework 

Directive (WFD). The sharing of these data is facilitated through the Loe Pool Forum.   

• With funding from NE, the National Trust (NT) has commenced a programme of monitoring of 

the Lake’s aquatic plant communities.  The first ever scuba dive of the lake was carried out in 

2012.  This provided clear evidence of the lack of large rooted native plants within the lake.  

• This group has been working to review the Lake’s Water Level Management Plan with an aim 

to delivering greater seasonal drawdown, exposing the shore during the summer months to 

help aquatic plants to re-establish.  The EA has provided accurate water-level data, as a 

composite from a number of water level and flow stations around the Pool. 

• A number of properties in Helston were flooded in December 2012 and as a result pumps 

were deployed to Loe Bar to reduce lake water levels. 

The key activities for the Lake and Lower Cober Group for 2013-15 include: trialling a new lake 

water level management plan, facilitating on-site scientific research, and promoting a 

catchment approach to Flood Risk Management for Helston through work with EA and also 

SWW in the development of their Upstream Thinking project. 
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Catchment Task Group 

• A key role of the Catchment Group in 2012-13 has been 

to facilitate sharing data between organisations.  This 

has been really useful to inform evidence-based action 

on farm holdings within the catchment. 

• NE used EA data to predict the change needed in annual 

phosphorus load into the lake.  The OECD model showed 

that phosphorus levels need to be cut by just over 50% 

(from 2120kgyr
-1

 to 904kgyr
-1

) in order to reach the SSSI 

critical load for the lake (20µgl
-1

) and WFD targets are 

similar (<16µgl
-1

 to reach High Ecological Status and 

<24µgl
-1

 for Good Ecological Status).  Evidence suggests 

approximately 50% of the load comes from point 

sources and 50% from wider diffuse sources. 

• NE advisors, including Catchment Sensitive Farming 

(CSF) and S4P officers, have worked very hard to deliver 

cleaner river water through their farm advisory work, 

such as targeted resource protection options under Environmental Stewardship, soil 

management advice, and CSF capital grants programme. 

• South West Water (SWW) has expressed an interest in funding a large 5-year project to build 

on existing farm advice and deliver cleaner river water across the entire Loe Pool catchment 

as part of their Upstream Thinking Initiative.  This project may also include community 

engagement and domestic drainage advice and investment. The project proposal will be 

considered by the regulator, OFWAT, later this year for implementation 2015-2020. 

The key activity for the Catchment Group for 2013-15 is to work with farmers to help to 

improve the water quality across the catchment.  The group aims to make best use of both 

government funded initiatives and also privately financed projects, such as Upstream 

Thinking.  The group will work together to feed into the Upstream Thinking project proposal 

during 2013. 

 

Point Sources Task Group 

• The work of this Task Group focusses on the two Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW) in 

the catchment.  Evidence suggests that together these contribute at least 50% of the total 

phosphorus inputs to Loe Pool. 

• Together the EA, the MoD and their waste water operator, Kelda Services, have agreed to set 

a limit on the amount of phosphorus entering Loe Pool from RNAS Culdrose WWTW.  Until 

now, there has no phosphorus limit on the discharge from this STW.  The limit is initially 1mgl
-

1
 and this will be reviewed 12 months after implementation to allow additional data to be 

collected.  The current timeframe is for the 1mgl
-1

 limit is for the new infrastructure to be in 

place and to be fully operational at Culdrose by 1
st

 April 2014. The revised permit will contain 

a further requirement for continuous monitoring and reporting of the flow of the discharge 

from the works to establish whether the current flow limits are appropriate. 

• SWW operates the STW in Helston.  The EA and SWW propose a reduction in the phosphorus 

limit for the outfall from this works from the current 2mgl
-1

 down to 1mgl
-1

.  This proposal will 

be considered by the regulator, OFWAT, later this year for implementation 2015-2020. 

The key activities for the Point Sources Group for 2013-15 will be to work towards delivering 

the much needed improvements to both these Sewage Treatment Works. 
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Community Task Group 

• The NT community engagement work of has gone from strength-to-strength through 2012-

13.  There is now a communications plan, which includes face to face communication from 

the Ranger team, use of social media and a programme of activities and events that 

communicate the wider work of the forum. 

• Community group have secured a PhD student placement for six months from September 

2013.  During his secondment, Tim Walker will assist with elements of the Loe Pool Forums’s 

community engagement work. 

• The National Trust have facilitated annual field visits by entire Helston Community College 

Year 10 (more than 300 students) to look at water quality and biodiversity around the Pool, 

learning about biological monitoring but being brought to life through storytelling. 

• Numerous visits to Penrose and Loe Pool by local Primary schools, including Nansloe and 

Porthleven schools. 

The key activities for the Community Group for 2013-15 are based around working with local 

people to increase awareness and understanding of the issues affecting Loe Pool and to gain 

community involvement and commitment to the work of the Loe Pool Forum.  This will be 

achieved through both social and traditional media including ‘getting involved’ activities, 

continuation and development of the local schools programme and other face to face 

communication through the Ranger team.   
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